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not only in my district but across our 
Nation. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope my colleagues 
will join me today in honoring Catholic 
schools and all they contribute to our 
Nation. 

f 

BIDDING FAREWELL TO TWO MEM-
BERS OF THE LAS VEGAS 
MIGHTY FIVE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Nevada (Mr. HECK) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HECK of Nevada. Mr. Speaker, I 
come to the floor today to bid a solemn 
and respectful farewell to Mr. Romeo 
Barreras and Mr. Silverio Cuaresma. 
Messrs. Barreras and Cuaresma were 
residents of southern Nevada and mem-
bers of the Las Vegas Mighty Five, a 
group of Filipino American World War 
II veterans denied benefits and recogni-
tion for their service to the United 
States. 

Romeo Barreras volunteered for the 
Philippine Army at age 17 and served 
with the infantry as a Guerrilla fight-
er. He earned a Purple Heart for 
wounds sustained in action and re-
ceived an honorable discharge for his 
service to both the Republic of the 
Philippines and the United States. 
Romeo passed away last month at the 
age of 85. 

Silverio Cuaresma was a guerrilla in-
telligence officer who served under 
Army Colonel Edwin Ramsey in the 
26th calvary. It was this unit that 
made the last horse charge in cavalry 
history on January 16, 1942. After his 
discharge, Silverio took up the cause of 
his fellow denied veterans and fought 
for their compensation ever since. That 
fight ended two weeks ago in Las 
Vegas. Silverio Cuaresma was 100 years 
old. 

They, along with their countrymen, 
fought and in many instances died 
under the command of American troops 
in the Pacific theater of World War II. 
After helping the Allies win the war in 
the Pacific, many of these veterans 
began seeking the benefits promised to 
them by President Franklin Roosevelt. 
But on February 18, 1946, President 
Harry S. Truman signed the Rescission 
Act of 1946 into law, which denied over 
200,000 Filipino World War II veterans 
the benefits promised to them just five 
years earlier by President Roosevelt. 

Congress finally acknowledged the 
dedicated service of many of these de-
nied veterans when it established the 
Filipino Veterans Equity Compensa-
tion Fund in 2009. But many of these 
veterans, as many as 24,000, still have 
not received compensation due to bu-
reaucratic hurdles and paperwork shuf-
fles over the types of records they hold 
verifying their service. 

The Mighty Five is now reduced to 
two with the passing of Romeo and 
Silverio. We lost Augusto Oppus last 
year as well. I fear many more will 
pass without ever obtaining the rec-
ognition they deserve if this body does 
not act to remove the barriers pre-

venting these veterans from receiving 
the benefits they have earned. 

Yesterday, I introduced legislation to 
ensure that the remainder of the 
Mighty Five and denied Filipino vet-
erans everywhere finally receive the 
benefits promised to them so many 
years ago. 

My bill, Mr. Speaker, is very simple. 
It directs the Department of the Army 
to certify the service of any Filipino 
World War II veteran whose name ap-
pears on the Approved Revised Recon-
structed Guerrilla Roster or has cer-
tified documentation from the U.S. 
Army or Philippine Government at-
testing to their service. 

Simply put, these men fought so that 
the Allies could defeat the Japanese in 
the Pacific. If they can show they 
fought, let’s fulfill our promise to them 
so they can live out their years know-
ing that the United States has offi-
cially recognized their service. 

I have met with the Mighty Five 
many times in Las Vegas. All they 
want is to be recognized. It’s not about 
the money to them. They want to know 
that their service was appreciated, that 
their sacrifices did not go unnoticed. 

As I attended Lieutenant Cuaresma’s 
funeral last week, no flag draped his 
casket, no honor guard was present, 
and there was no playing of ‘‘Taps.’’ 
There was no official recognition of his 
dedicated military service. And that, 
Mr. Speaker, was wrong. 

I would like to thank my friends and 
brother veterans, Romeo and Silverio, 
for their service to our country. Their 
passion and dedication to this cause 
will be missed. Mr. Speaker, I urge my 
colleagues to join me in fighting to en-
sure these honorable World War II vet-
erans are appropriately recognized. 

f 

GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. WILSON) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
‘‘gender-based violence’’—a phrase the 
world has coined to speak internation-
ally about violence, abuse, rape, as-
sault, and disrespect of women. Women 
like our mothers, grandmothers, sis-
ters, aunts, nieces, friends, and most 
especially our children. 

Gender-based violence permeates the 
world, generally in far away countries, 
far from the civilized democratic world 
that we communicate with and be-
friend. 

To the women of this Congress and 
the women of the world, take a mo-
ment to imagine trying to survive 
without a response from the police, 
without the ability to press charges 
and being able to actually see your as-
sailant day after day if you are a vic-
tim of gender-based violence. Con-
template life without access to medical 
care to address your physical, mental, 
and emotional trauma. Imagine having 
nowhere to hide. 

This scenario sounds like 100 years 
ago in a world far from our country, 

but in reality it is just a two-hour 
flight away from my congressional dis-
trict of Miami, Florida. It actually de-
scribes gender-based violence in Haiti. 
But through smart policy and the 
strength and courage of Haitian 
women, it’s a reality that’s within our 
power to change. 

b 1030 
The 2010 earthquake in Haiti brought 

a striking increase in incidents of gen-
der-based violence. Nearly half of the 
victims are girls under 18, and many 
cases involve the use of weapons, gang 
rape, and death threats for seeking 
help from authorities. These threats, 
coupled with the lack of police pres-
ence and equipment, hurts the integ-
rity of Haiti’s legal system and denies 
women and girls their basic dignity. 

The National Penitentiary was de-
stroyed in the earthquake, freeing 
countless violent prisoners who now 
roam the streets. Through the deter-
mination and grace of the Haitian peo-
ple and smart assistance from the 
Obama administration and inter-
national NGOs, some change is coming 
to Haiti. Most of the rubble has been 
removed, more than a million Haitians 
have moved out of tent camps, jobs 
have been created, schools have been 
built, yet core challenges, including 
gender-based violence, remain severe. 

Today, I am introducing a resolution 
calling attention to the plight of Hai-
tian women and children and calling 
for action on their behalf. With its 
Strategy to Prevent Gender-Based Vio-
lence, the Obama administration is on 
the right track. Congress and the ad-
ministration must ensure robust fund-
ing for these initiatives, including the 
U.S. Agency of International Develop-
ment’s Gender Equality and Female 
Empowerment Policy, to meet the con-
tinuing need. 

For me, this issue is personal. I have 
seen the tent cities firsthand. I have 
spoken to the women. I have counseled 
the victims and witnessed the scars of 
indignation and pain. I feel the anguish 
in my bones, but I also feel the hope. 

Let’s work together to ensure that no 
woman in Haiti, no woman in this 
hemisphere or in this world, has to 
bear the indignity of sexual violence. 

f 

SECOND AMENDMENT 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, the Con-
stitution of the United States of Amer-
ica was written to put in statute the 
limits of government’s authority over 
citizens. It does not bestow rights or 
permit freedoms upon American peo-
ple; rather, it delimits what govern-
ment of the people, by the people, and 
for the people can and cannot do. 

Since well before our country’s 
founding, Americans have exercised 
the right to keep and bear arms, a 
right formally protected by the ratifi-
cation of the Second Amendment in 
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1791. As a lifelong defender of Second 
Amendment freedoms, I am committed 
to ensuring that any new proposals 
considered in Washington do not in-
fringe upon the constitutionally guar-
anteed rights of law-abiding citizens. 

In the wake of devastating tragedies, 
well-meaning people feel compelled to 
do something, and the government, 
likewise, to intercede. But good inten-
tions don’t often make good or con-
stitutional laws, and they certainly are 
no match for those set on being law-
less. 

The Second Amendment reads: 
A well regulated militia being necessary to 

the security of a free state, the right of the 
people to keep and bear arms shall not be in-
fringed. 

If the text alone were not explicit, 
our Founding Fathers clarified the pur-
pose of the Second Amendment. James 
Madison wrote, in Federalist No. 46, 
that Americans possess: 
the advantage of being armed over the people 
of almost every other nation whose govern-
ments are afraid to trust the people with 
arms. 

Even more applicable to our current 
situation is this excerpt referenced by 
Thomas Jefferson, which reads: 

Laws that forbid the carrying of arms dis-
arm only those who are neither inclined nor 
determined to commit crimes. Such laws 
make things worse for the assaulted and bet-
ter for the assailants. 

The rush to action in the wake of 
tragedies sadly heaps the price of 
criminal wrongdoing onto law-abiding, 
responsible gun owners. When such is 
the case, government flirts with con-
struing the desire to exercise Second 
Amendment rights as suspect behavior, 
it deems some Second Amendment 
utilities superior to others, and it ig-
nores the root causes of mass violence, 
focusing instead on the means by 
which violence is accomplished. Those 
mistakes must never be made. Federal 
proposals must be well-thought, data- 
driven, and constitutionally sound. 

The right to keep and bear arms is 
not one for hunters and sportsmen 
alone. For centuries, it has been a 
right for every American citizen to 
arm themselves to defend their prop-
erty and the people they hold dear. And 
it is a right that cannot be infringed. 

f 

MEDICAID EXPANSION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. CONNOLLY) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I can’t 
resist saying the Second Amendment 
right does not preclude background 
checks to protect the very people we 
represent. 

Mr. Speaker, the Supreme Court rul-
ing last summer on the Affordable Care 
Act was a victory for all American 
families—and small businesses espe-
cially—by ensuring that our constitu-
ents have access to affordable, quality 
health insurance. 

The ruling preserved the integrity of 
Medicaid partnerships between the 

States and the Federal Government, 
giving Governors the option of accept-
ing the Federal Government’s generous 
offer to pay the cost for expanding cov-
erage of low-income residents who 
might otherwise not have access to 
health insurance. 

Though some of my Republican col-
leagues remain opposed to the act, I’m 
pleased to see Republican Governors, 
including those from Nevada, New Mex-
ico, Arizona, and now Governor Kasich 
in Ohio, putting policy ahead of poli-
tics to support this expansion of Med-
icaid. Those Governors have acknowl-
edged that they were motivated not 
only by the desire to reduce the num-
ber of uninsured, but also by the com-
pelling business case. 

Medicaid expansion is part of the vi-
sion for a new continuum of coverage 
that will begin in 2014, when the major 
provisions from the Affordable Care 
Act take effect. This will fill the long-
standing gap in Medicaid coverage for 
low-income adults by expanding eligi-
bility for those earning up to 133 per-
cent of the Federal poverty level. 

As of 2011, there were 48 million non-
elderly uninsured in America. As an in-
centive for States to expand coverage 
for those folks, the ACA commits the 
Federal Government to paying 100 per-
cent of the additional costs of covering 
them, and after 2016, 90 percent there-
after. 

I wrote the Republican Governor of 
my State and the General Assembly 
membership urging them to join us in 
extending this critical health care cov-
erage. The Virginia General Assembly 
is currently divided on the matter, but 
I was encouraged last week by the an-
nouncement from our Republican Lieu-
tenant Governor, who said: 

There is no State better prepared to move 
forward with this reform and the coverage 
expansion of it than the Commonwealth of 
Virginia. 

Like me, Lieutenant Governor 
Bolling understands the economic ben-
efits for Virginia. Expanding Medicaid 
will help 300,000 Virginians get access 
to health care coverage who currently 
have none and invariably wind up ac-
cessing health care through the most 
expensive portal there is: the emer-
gency room. The cost of that uncom-
pensated care is, of course, borne today 
by hospitals and those who are insured 
through their premiums. 

The Governor’s Advisory Commission 
on Health Reform said expanding Med-
icaid, coupled with other reforms in 
the act, would reduce uncompensated 
care in Virginia by more than half. 
Under the Affordable Care Act, Vir-
ginia would receive more than $9.2 bil-
lion in the first 5 years. A recent State 
analysis shows that during that same 
time period Virginia would actually 
save $300 million by expanding cov-
erage. And Virginia’s costs for the first 
10 years, now estimated at $137 million, 
are considerably less than originally 
estimated and a great return on that 
investment. 

Time is running out, and our resi-
dents cannot afford for States to miss 

this opportunity. In fact, I believe they 
would be making such a historic mis-
take that I am proposing an additional 
incentive to help motivate those Gov-
ernors who might not yet still be con-
vinced. 

This week I introduced the Medicaid 
Expansion Incentive Act. This simple 
bill adds a ‘‘use it or lose it’’ provision. 
If a State doesn’t want to expand Med-
icaid coverage, then we will ship those 
dollars to other States who are willing 
to partner with us to help defray costs 
and expand their coverage. 

b 1040 

Just so the residents of a particular 
State are fully aware of how their Gov-
ernor’s decision is affecting them, my 
bill will require HHS to publicize the 
list of States that are not partnering 
with us and giving up this opportunity 
and the amount of money their Gov-
ernor has left on the table and the 
number of uninsured people who will 
thereby not be covered. 

The Affordable Care Act is the law of 
the land, and residents of any State 
should not be penalized because of 
their Governor’s ideological agenda. 
The choices we face are momentous. 
Will we move forward together to im-
plement these historic reforms and re-
verse the unsustainable trajectory of 
spiraling prices, or will we let slip this 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to help 
those most in need, realize savings, and 
spur economic activity? I hope more 
Republican Governors, including my 
own, will follow the leader of their col-
leagues elsewhere and put their citi-
zens’ health ahead of partisan ortho-
doxy. 

f 

U VISA REFORM ACT OF 2013 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Tennessee (Mrs. BLACK) for 5 minutes. 

Mrs. BLACK. Mr. Speaker, in the 
year 2000, Congress created the U Visa 
program as a way to allow illegal im-
migrant crime victims a temporary—a 
temporary—legal status in order to as-
sist law enforcement in the prosecution 
of their assailant, which has helped 
bring thousands of criminals to justice. 

However, over time, the U Visa has 
become a pathway to citizenship for es-
sentially everyone who applies. The 
rampant abuse of this program is detri-
mental to law-abiding individuals who 
seek to immigrate to our country 
through the proper legal channels. 

We are a Nation of immigrants, and 
we are also a Nation built upon respect 
for the rule of law. Our heritage and 
our principles demand of us the cour-
age to reform our broken immigration 
system so that those who follow the 
law and want to contribute to the bet-
terment of our Nation will have the op-
portunity to do so. 

That is why I have introduced the U 
Visa Reform Act of 2013 to stop abuses 
in the U Visa program. I urge my col-
leagues to join me in support of this 
commonsense piece of legislation. 
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